
Baker Admits
Need to Revise
Courts Martial

Amendments to Present
Procedure To Be Submit-
to 1 When Congress Re¬
convenes He Declares

Foreign Systems Studied

Bar Association Also Was
Consulted; Champions of
Ansel! Claim Vindication

New York Tribun«
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON, April 5..A culmi-
and unexpected contribution to

the Baker-Anseli-Chamberlain contro¬

versy was Secretary Baker's announce-

the War Department
will reform the code of military jus-

ramme of revision, he

said, was being drawn up and would be
presented for inclusion in the future
military .-ode when Congress reassem¬

bles.
_« addition to the reports and rec¬

ommendations of special agents as¬

signed to study the British and French
systems of army legal proceedings,
Secretary Baker announced he person-

devote time en route to

Europe and while on the other side to

a study of the existing system and the
recommendations made to him.
The suggestions to be made by the

War Department will be based on an

inquiry by Brigadier General E. A.

Kreger, acting judge advocate general,
and a board of officers of the judge
advocate general's department, and the

opinion of civil lawyers of the Ameri¬
can Bar Association committee, rein¬
forced by some recommendations to be
made by Judge Advocate General Enoch
H. Crowder and a study of the French
and British systems by the Secretary
and Colonal William C. Rigby.

Vindication of Ansell Seen

T'-.e admission by Secretary Baker
that the present administration of mil¬
itary justice is imperfect was taken
by friends of Lieutenant Colonel Sam-
uel T. Ansell as complete vindication
of that officer's criticism and suggest¬
ed reforms. In some quarters also
the expressed desire of Secretary
Baker to amend the present system
was intrpreted as a move to head off
any Congressional investigation that
may ensue as a result of the outspoken

¡m by Senator Chamberlain,
lan of the Senate Military Af¬

fairs Committee, and Repre&entatives
Gould, of New York, and Johnson, of
South Dakota, of the House, who have
been among the severe critics of what
they termed the "military injustice"
of the present system.

In announcing his intention to de¬
vote considerable time en route to

e and while abroad te a consid¬
eration of reforms of the present mili¬
tary code Secretary Baker said:

..Genera! Crowder has made a

number of recommendations for
m i.r'ications in court martial regu-

s which have grown up in his
General Kreger ia studying

recommendations with a board
of officers, and I myself have gone
ovi - .' them and approved the

of some of the recom-
r....

Takes Data on Trip
"In addition to this, I am taking a

the articles of war and
court martial regulations abroad
with me, so I can devote a3 much
time on the boat to that
genera and when I am in

.- to make some in¬
quiry ¡ich and British Sys¬
tems, ne] Rigby is being
sent abroad to make a particularstudy of the French and British sys¬
tems so we can have all the light we
can get from that side.

"I hope to be able to get togetherthe best body of opinion I can, fromcivil lawyers, American Bar Associa¬tion committee, from judge advo¬
cates and those who have had ex¬perience the administration ofmilitary justice and from officers who
nave comn field andhave had militar ce in deal-

so that from
¦'¦ I am trying to getev'-'r for analy-
tary code. Many öf

*aec: ave been made
-o far

aH ! . a advantage of
ight to test

to find out whether it
j»ea't ere breakdown of the

or whether the regu-
« .: which it concerned itself

Be< ng.
that by the time Congress

to have constructive
suggestions to make to them about

.stance of the military codeand about the procedure, and with-
onal action,that regulations

rovement, I am authorizing
r< gulations to be changed."

History of Controvery Reviewed
Crowder-Ansell Chamberlain

'ersy, referred to in the forego-IfS ,; at between Major¡noch Crowder, Judge Advo-General of the army; Lieutenant
".'. Ansell, former Act¬ing .1 u_ge Advocate General, and

damberlaln, of Oregon, over theAmerican court martial system. Last
.'.'.! Ansell, who then hela«* wartime rank of brigadier gener-*'' C!¦'. '. justice of the mili¬tary court), before the Senate andS"UÄ" "í! °" military affairs.H", criticism raised a storm of protestfrom the whole country and It was

on the floor of both houses ofcongress,
March f, Secretary Raker demotedAns*., to his pre-war rank of lieuten¬

ant, colonel, and although Mr. Bakeroec.-ar.d this demotion had nothing to«O with Colonel Anseil's disci«wonel Anseir» friend» asserted heSSth p*n"cuUd for telling the

__5^*n__.Cr<_?<U? took UP th* cudgels*£***.? A;ir I;'fitment »"d declared*»*t Colonel Ansell'» criticisms wereE?T"îd b? fce!pj,lh »«**»... Colon«!A»»eil found many stanch defenders inJ*»_rr«»s( el [*f of them Senator Cham-B*r!a;n, who said Secretary fjHker was

*tl*n infl,1«n«« of army reaction-

AamU'b letter Burled
J_[!__L?*Z>t!_01'<,r,!y culminated in a let-

«^.«.feary of War, .«plyin, ». f,.rth

attacking the military courts and plac-
ing upon Secretary Baker the primary
responsibility for existing conditions.
Secretary Baker refused to make the
letter public after being twice asked
to do so by Senator Chamberlain. Mr.
Baker returned the communication to
Colonel Ansell. with the statement that
it was "not helpful." The letter found
its way into the newspapers this week.

i-l Ansell said in the letter that
"if responsibility for such maladmin¬
istration us has existed in this office
is to be located it must be located first
upon the Secretary of War." He said
he accused General Crowder of a

change of front on the court martial
question and that Crowder explained
by saying: "Ansell, I had to go back
on you. I am sorry, but it was neces¬

sary to do it in order to save my of-
ficial reputation."

Army System Denounced
Renewing his attack on the array

courts, Colonel Ansell said:
"I say the system does not do jus¬

tice. It does injustice-gross, terri-'
ble, spirit-crushing injustice. Evidence
of it is on every hand to those who
will but see. The records of this of-
fice reçk with it. The organization
of the clemency board now sitting daily
and daily recommending clemency in
a hundred cases is a confession of it.
Clemency, however, can never efface
the injustice done. In my judgment
the army will never hold the place it

ought to hold in the faith and affection
of our people until the machinery for
doing military justice is humanized."

State May Drop
Prosecutions of
B. R. T. for Wreck

District Attorney Lewis Is
Disappointed at Acquittal
of'Motorman; Court Aided
Defendants, He Declares

District Attorney Lewis of Kings
County declared yesterday he had not
decided whether he would proceed with
the trials of the four B. R. T. officials
under indictment, following the ac¬

quittal of Anthony E. Lewis, raotorman
of the Brighton Beach train which wa»

wrecked with a loss of ninety-seven
lives.
Thomas F. Blewitt, the division su¬

perintendent, the only other person
tried in connection with the disaster,
was previously freed. There is a

strong belief that the cases will be
dropped against the other officials in
view of the failure to convict the tirst
two. Those under indictment are

Timothy S. Williams, president; John
J. Dempsey, vice-president; John H.
Hallock, president of the New York
Consolidated Railroad, and William's.
Menden, consulting engineer.

District Attorney Lewis said he
would confer first with Assistant Dis¬
trict Attorney Warbasse, who con¬

ducted the case against Lewis, before
deciding on the state future procedure.
Mr. Lewis issued a formal statement,
reading in part:
"The indictments were removed from

Kings County to Nassau County by a
justice of the Supreme Court, so that
the indicted persons could have an

'impartial trial.' Blewitt and Luciano
were aided in their defence by high
judicial officers, who took a most ac¬
tive part in the selecting of jurors for
the trial.
"Upon the trial of Blewitt it was

proven that many of the rules of the
road had been violated in-the selec¬
tion of the motorman on the day of
the catastrophe.
"In my opinion the proof on Luci¬

ano's trial demonstrated beyond any-
possible doubt that Luciano was wholly
unfit, as well a?, unfamiliar with the
road, and that this was the cause of
the derailment of the train. The re¬
sult has been most unfortunate and
has shaken faith in certain aspects
of our judicial system."

Britain Aims to Rule
In Air, Reports Coffin

Retains 11.000 Flying Officers,
With Total Personnel of

110.000 Men
New York Tribune
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON'. April 5.-Howard S.
Coffin, former chairman of the Aircraft
Board, returned to Washington to-day
from a trip to Europe, taken to ex¬

amine aircraft developments and ten¬
dencies. He w&s much impressed by
the extensive plans of the European
governments for direction and en¬

couragement of aerial transit along
both military and commercial lines.

Britain is retaining 11,000 flying of¬
ficers, and will have a permanent force
of not less than 5,000. These figures
mean a total personnel of 110,000 and
50,000. apainst the total of 20,000 for
the United States army and navy, ac¬
cording to present plans. Every en-
courapement is being offered to com¬
mercial developments, and Britain in-

evidently, to seek both the mili¬
tary and commercial supremacy of the
air. The elaborateness of the plans
beinp: laid tor the encouragement and
regulation of aviation, Mr. Coffin says,
is quite beyond comprehension on this
side of the ocean.
-«-

Four Tenants' Strikes
Being Waged in City

Rentpayers in Bronx Are Or¬
ganizing to Bring Pressure on

Real Estate "Gamblers"
Four tenants' strike» against rent

increases are now in progress, accord-
ing to Mary Mardfin, executive secre¬

tary of the Greater New York Tenants'
League, who said yesterday that Mayor
Hylan'a aid had been invoked in vain
to stjpp rent profiteering.

"I went to see Mayor Hylan before
he went to Palm Beach," said Mrs.
Mardfin, "and then he promised he
would appoint a commission to sum-
mon landlords to »how cause why theyraised rents. Although the propoundcommission is indorsed by Nathan
Hirsch, of the Mayor's own committee,the Mayor ha» not yet kept his
promise."

Mr». Mardfin «aid that an era of
"real estate gambling" wa« in prog¬
resa, In which landlord« w«ro raitingrent» in apartment» and tenement»
.nd then selling them at a profit, the
new purchaser, In many Instance», re¬
peating the procès».
Tenant» throughout the Bronx are

being organizad, according to Mr».
Mardfin. and where an increase .««mi
unjustifiable they decline to pay it
Mr». Mardfin predicted that there
would be a number of eviction» a» a
con»equenea of th« »trike», which, »he
.aid, had been begun in house» on East142d Street, Crotona Park North andWashington Avenue.
"Th« n-uft increase« are city wide,"
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A Timely Sale of
Summer Cretonnes

will take place to=irnorrow (Monday)
ora the Fourth Floor»

Several thousand yards off desir-
able Cretonnes will be offered,
embracing a sufficient variety
of attractive designs and color
effects to make a wide appeal.

At the unusinaMy low price off

68c per yard
this Sale affords a rare opportu¬
nity for obtaining the Summer's
supply of draperies, furniture
covers, etc., at an economical
figure.

(Upholstery Department)

Another Sale oí
Summer Cotton Fabrics

at 48c per yard
will be held to=morrow (Monday).
The selection consists of English
Printed and American Woven
Voiles (which are in great de=
mand) in widths of from 33 to
38 inches.

The qualities are unusually de-
si rabie and a choice may be
made from printed designs,
woven checks, blocks and stripe
effects.

The price quoted represents a
reduction off at least one-third.

The Later Modes in
Women's Taîlor=mades
are now displayed in the spacious
and newly-arranged Department
on the Third Floor.
Never, it would seem, were there
so many attractive models from
which to choose one's Easter suit
as there are this season; cer¬

tainly there were never quite so

many individualized designs=
all essentially different, but all
equally charming. From this
collection it should not be diffffi-
cult for Madame to select
exactly the suit adapted to her
type off face, figure and person-
aS5ty-=_and that is really of the
utmost importance nowadays,
when the psychology of clothes
counts for so mych.

Quality-.the "Altman Stand-
ard"=.has been the first con=

sideration in producing
these tailor-mades; in ma=
terial and workmanship as
well as in style. The prices
will prove universally at¬
tractive.

The Pre=Easter
of Smart Clothes for Men, Women, Misses and

the Younger Set
is the feature off interest in the Departments devoted to
ffashlonaMe outer-=apparel.
And no less important are the minor accessories,
including Neckwear, Handkerchiefs and Perffumes-=
all off them so vitally necessary to the success off the
Easter costume.

A Special Sale

Hand=emforoideredl Lingerie Robe:
will commence in the Lace Department to=morrow

(Monday)
The Robes offered in this Saleare composed of fine-quality French
voile and batiste, and were embroidered abroad from designs
originated by and exclusive to B. Altman <& Co. The needlework
is exquisitely done, and at the prices quoted below

the values are extraordinary
_iand=emlbroidered Rohe* at $29.50
5iand=emibro5dered Robes, with encrusted medallions off
real filet lace.at $38.0Í
¡n view of the fact that lingerie robes will come into their own

again during the coming Summer, this Sale offers a distinctly
worth-while opportunity.

(First Floor)

An Exclusive Importation off
Robes dleterleur

just arrived from Paris, may now be viewed in the spacious Salon
devoted to Women's ¡House Qowns, on the Third Floor.

All the witchery of Paris seems to lie enmeshed in the soft
draperies of these lovely creations. Wonderful color effects, rich
embroideries, dainty laces, with hereand there a gleam of gold or

g5¡¡veir__=í¡ni a¡¡ of these is revealed the inimitable artistry that is
but a synonym for Paris.

¡t is such artistry, however, as one has learned to expect from
Callot Soeurs, Drecoll, Bulloz, Robert, Jenny, Miier Soeurs,
Alexandre and Christian, in whose ateliers most of these charnu»
ing negligees originated.

Marvex Gloves, Betalph Silk Hosiery
Shoes

all of which are essentials of the fashionable costume, are assembled
for selection in their respective Departments.

All are made exclusively for
in the styles and sizes

Altman & Co., and may be obtained
ropriate for Men and Women.

S
French Hats and Bonnets
newly arrived from Paris, are

among the many dainty new

things displayed in the Depart-
ment for Little Children's Wear,
on the Second Floor.
Little Children's Coats and Hats
to match, made of the lovely
materials that Fashion has
sanctioned for the tiny folk, are
another interesting feature.

A New Importation of
Straw Hats and Bonnets
(for little children) will be placed
on sale in this Department on

Monday at the special price of

$8.50

Girls' Outerwear
To-day, the young girl of six to
sixteen expects to be as smartly
dressed as her elders, and the
Spring assortments have been
assembled with a realization of
this fact. Every wanted gar¬
ment for school, street and party
dress may be found in the
present stock.

Silk Dresses, $18.50 to 1195.00
Voile, Organdie and Challis Dresses
at . . . $ Î 6.50 to 53.00
Coats . . 114.75 to
Capes . . 113.5® to
Separate Skirts, 5.90 to
Blouses
Tub Dresses

3.50 to
5.50 to

(Second Floor)

285.00
78.00
24.50
8.25

H 8.50

Charming Novelties in
French Overblouses

$ust received from Paris, are dis¬
played in the Blouse Depart¬
ment, on the Second Floor.
The ©verblouse is one of the
smartest innovations introduced
this season, and it is shown
here in all of its most attractive
variations. Every model in the
collection is an individual type=
graceful, picturesque, and chic.
The materials are mostly of the
diaphanous order, now so much
in demand, but the decorative
effects introduced are many and
diverse.

Embroideries, richly wrought in
silk, metal, beads or other media,
are a dominant feature; for
these are an important factor
in fashionable costume this sea»
son, here and in Paris.

The prices of these im¬
ported overblouses range
from $48.00 to $225M.


